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Commander:

edward.wallace1@.army.mil

First Sergeant

anthony.kurt.young@us.army.mil
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would like included in the next
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Soldiers search vehicles at Salerno

HHD Soldiers inspecting vehicles at FOB Salerno

LTF 524 Soldier of the Month
SPC Jason Giusti was selected as the LTF 524 Soldier of
the Month on 2 August 2004. The soldier that succeeds in
correctly answering the most questions from the panel of
Non Commissioned Officers, headed by the LTF
Command Sergeant Major, is named the Soldier of the
Month. SPC Giusti will compete for the Joint Logistics
Command Soldier of the Month in Mid August. This marks
the third month in a row that an HHD soldier has achieved
this distinction.

SPC Jason Giusti

Soldiers from the HHD have been tasked to
perform a variety of missions at FOB Salerno
one of which is searching incoming vehicles at
the front gate of the base. The soldiers are
responsible for inspecting the vehicles for any
type of suspicious material in the cab, engine
compartment, cargo area, and underneath the
vehicle.  On any given day the soldiers may
spend hours inspecting vehicles before they
are allowed to enter the base.  SSG Needham
and SSG Garcia are the Non-Commissioned
Officers in charge of the detail and have done
an excellent job ensuring the security of the base is kept at the highest levels.  During one
vehicle inspection in late July SGT Herbert from HHD, LTF 524 and CPL White from A
Company, LTF 725 found some contra ban that led to the detention of one of the vehicle
drivers.  The soldiers were commended for their awareness and they both continue to
serve on the detail.

87th Rigger Detachment jumps at K2
The soldiers from the 87th Rigger Detachment
have jumped at K2 Airbase twice since arriving in
late July. SGT Rennie, PFC Engleman, PFC
Trevenio were the first three soldiers to jump. The
detachment has been serving in several locations
including Kandahar, Bagram, and now K2 Airbase.
The detachment’s mission has been to rig and
airdrop Containerized Delivery System bundles to
soldiers deployed into forward areas for re-supply.
They have been performing this mission with
distinction and the high standards expected of
paratroopers.

Two soldiers from the 87th Rigger Det
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Battalion Commander Notes

Hello HHD Families, well it has been an interesting month
since our last newsletter.  Life at FOB Salerno is different
and more exciting than life at K2 Airbase that’s for sure. It
is interesting to see all of the moving parts of the War on
Terrorism and see how our soldiers fit into the operation.
HHD soldiers have been engaged in a variety of
operations supporting the war-fighters here and in the
vicinity of Khowst, Afghanistan.  Our troops have been
performing in an outstanding manner in all of the missions
that they have been assigned. Each passing day brings
this base closer to where we want it to be as far as living
.

We are continuing to improve conditions here at FOB
Salerno. The PX has been open several days this past 
month which is a big improvement from before, there are
plans to build semi permanent living structures and offer
more MWR activities.  We look forward to the 
improvements.  Take care and God Bless.
CPT Wallace

ALOHA Rock-Steady Family!!
HHD, LTF 524 is continuing to do an outstanding job in

the improvement of living conditions for soldiers here on
Forward Operating Base (FOB), Salerno. Now that the
majority of the unit is in place, the future of this base 
continues to improve weekly. It is pretty much business
as usual. All our soldiers are doing an outstanding job
providing the Logistical support needed to sustain this
base. One our additional assignments we have recently
picked up is Vehicle Searching. Our Vehicle Search
teams consist of one Noncommissioned officer and three
.

Lastly, I would like to welcome SPC Jones, our new
Chaplain’s Assistant to the Make-a-Way family. She just
recently arrived to fill the void that we have had since our
deployment.

In closing, Thanks for your continued support for all
troops deployed in support of OEF-5.
1SG Young

standards and working conditions for
our soldiers.
Since last month our troops have
been to the M16 range to qualify on
their assigned weapons, they have
conducted vehicle searches on trucks
bringing needed supplies into the
base, and some soldiers have been
assigned to escort and handle
detainees. Each of these missions
has brought our soldiers to a new
level in their individual and collective
training making the HHD a more
effective unit.
Our R&R leave and pass program
should move into high gear over the
next few months so you should all be
looking forward to seeing your loved
ones returning to you for a much
needed although brief visit.

soldiers. Each team performs
inspections and clears each vehicle
before being escorted on post to
drop their loads. One of our teams
led by SGT Herbert, identified a
driver that was acting suspicious
and had him detained for further
questioning by our base integrators.
All of our soldiers on this detail
have performed well and I feel
confident in their abilities to
accomplish this mission without
flaw. SSG Garcia and SSG
Needham, deserve a pat on the
back for training these soldiers to
perform the mission above
standards. I would like to thank
TASA Inc. from Brewster, NY for all
the Care packages sent to our
soldiers. Everyone enjoyed it!!

Hello Make a Way family!
Another great month for the battalion and the Rock Steady Soldiers in Afghanistan. After reading the pages throughout this
newsletter, you’ll notice that we are really doing well getting your loved ones – much deserved passes in QATAR and home to you
either at a vacation spot or our own little secret – SCHOFIELD BARRACKS. As we mark time for our fifth month deployed, I’m proud
to say that everyone in the battalion is working hard supporting soldiers on the front lines……and we are really doing it well. This
makes time go fast for the Soldier – but I’m painfully aware of how slow time ticks while your loved ones are deployed. Please take
the time now to re-engage with your Family Readiness Group. Megan Way, my wife Meg and the rest of the Make A Way FRG
spouses coupled with our Rear Detachment Commander CPT Charles Starr can answer any question and have direct links to us 
here in Afghanistan.  A couple of quick notes from my time spent with the Rock Steady Soldiers this month.  I spent five days in
Mazar e Sharif with our folks, and the Soldiers there have a great mission.  They are out in the boonies so far though – that the JLC
Command Sergeant Major named their camp – “The Waltons” because of the tight knit family atmosphere.  K2 troopers are also
continuing to wage a daily logistics battle from Uzbekistan. The accommodations are great, but making things happen quickly there
is a challenge.  And in Eastern Afghanistan at FOB SALERNO – the Rock Steady Soldiers are making this place home. We’ve
moved in for the long haul and we’re making it better everyday.
Make A Way! LTC Brian Haebig
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Chaplain’s Blessing

Battalion S1

Battalion S3

Battalion S2

Battalion S4

Battalion Support Operations

This month the S1 Shop moved to Salerno. SPC Giusti, SPC Salemme, and PFC Patel
single handedly set up the S1 shop and made it like home. SPC Giusti won the LTF 524
Soldier of the Month Board. SPC Giusti has taken over as the Installation Paralegal and
now spends his days handling foreign national claims. We are very proud of his
accomplishments.  We send our best wishes to our families. CPT Stobie

Dear Rock Steady Families. Hard to believe that the four month mark is behind us and many of our soldiers have already found
their way home on R & R leave.  I have just returned from a trip to visit our soldiers remotely located in Mazar e Sharif and Karshi-
Khanabad.  They are doing fine and are staying mission focused. Please send you soldiers lots of mail and care packages.  Kids,
buy a small puzzle of about an hundred pieces and assemble part of it, and glue it to a piece of cardboard .  Mail it to your soldier
who will assemble and glue the next 10 pieces or so and mail it back.  See how many times it takes you to get it finished.
Remember, pray for one another.  God can touch where we cannot reach.  God Makes a Way, CH Wehlage

Aloha from Afghanistan, the S3 shop is staying busy with say to day operations. We
promoted two Soldiers to the rank of Sergeant. Congratulations to SGT Valerio and SGT 
Herbert, they are doing a great job. A special thanks goes out to CPT Wallace’s family
for the great care packages they sent the unit. SFC Keane would like to thank all the
family support group members that responded and visited his wife while she was in the 
hospital. It is support like that which keeps our minds at ease during troubled
times. Thanks again for all the support and keep the mail coming. CPT Edgerton

Hello from the SPO shop. CPT Ross has returned from R&R leave back in the states and 
had an excellent time in Utah. SFC Seidel, recently took R&R pass in Qatar and has 
migrated down to Salerno. MSG Bricker has made great strides in coordinating a lunch
meal for the troopers of Salerno. The lunch meal will to begin on the 12th, you can still 
hear the resounding cheer across the base as soldiers yell at the top of their voices “No,
more MRE’s!” 1LT Pond has made it his goal for the remaining deployment to fix the
transportation system in Afghanistan. He has coordinated with several transportation
agencies in Bagram and Kahndahar and assisted them in correcting their tracking
programs. SSG Needham and SSG Garcia have become the back bone of the SPO 
shop and the go to men if anything needs to get done. While baking in the hot 
Afghanistan sun, SSG’s Needham and Garcia inspect, load and unload over thirty trucks 
a day. Major Powell, AKA the Dictator, over the past few weeks has been the man who
soldiers can turn to for an answer, a man who other units search out on the base to get 
logistical support requirements filled. CPT Ross

Hello from Afghanistan, the S2 shop has set up operations at FOB Salerno.  We have
been working with the 501st S2 and the Marine S2 to collect information about possible
threats to the base.  We meet regularly with the Marine S2 to discuss events of the day.
We brief the Battalion Commander on significant events of the day and possible threats in
the area to our unit.  I have been working the graveyard shift and CPT Martinez has been
working the day shift.  CPT Martinez is ready for his R&R Pass to Qatar and deserves the 
break.  Thanks for all the support from home. SGT Valerio

Aloha again from the S-4 Section. Another hot month has passed and we are
steady maintaining and improving base and unit operations from K2 to
Mazir-e-Sharif to FOB Salerno. There was some moving around in the team and the
S-4 shop has grown within the past month. CPT Asis and SGT Favorite lead the
team at K2 while CPT Jacobsen, SFC Brown, and SGT Guerra represent the
Salerno team. Keep sending the care packages and much Mahalo for your
letters from home. CPT Asis
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A little bit of American history in Mazar-e-Sharif, Afghanistan

BG Jacoby visits MeS FLE Soldiers

LTC Haebig visits the new hospital and hands out
Beanie Babies to the local children.

SPC Welles receiving a coin from BG Jacoby

New Jordanian Hospital

FLE soldiers at Prison Memorial for American CIA Agent, Mike Spann

Working with the Jordanian Army in taking care of the local Afghans is a
wonderful experience for all U.S. Soldiers at the FLE. But with all the hard
work and long hours that the FLE Soldiers put in every day, we still manage to
get a little down time and see interesting places in Mazar-E- Sharif. With ETT
(Embedded Training Team) as our tour guide, we were allowed the
opportunity to visit the prison where John Walker, one of the Americans
fighting with the Taliban, was discovered by Northern Alliance forces. He was
one of the few foreign fighters who survived a bloody revolt at a prison fortress
near Mazar-e-Sharif which left numerous Afghan fighters and one American
CIA agent dead. This was definitely a visit that will not be forgotten.

Jordanian Hospital Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
For the past four months the US FLE soldiers along with the Jordanian
Soldiers and local Aghan workers have worked from sun up to sun down to
prepare the hospital for the move from the old hospital to the new and
improved Jordanian Military Field Hospital. The Jordanian Hospital provides
free improved health care to the people of Afghanistan.  Working together to 
maintain the hospital with a constant flow of medical supplies and life support,
the Jordanian Hospital sees on average 600 local Afghan patients each day,
6 days a week, year round.  The hospital has been in operation for 27 months
handed over through 9 different rotations referred to as Eagles, which occurs
every 3 months. During Eagle 7, the plans were made to develop an
improved hospital facility to replace the rapidly deteriorating tents that the
hospital was currently working under. After nine months of planning and
building, on 6 August 2004, the new facility went fully operational under the 
supervision of Eagle 10. The highlight of the new Jordanian Hospital is a 
3,200 square foot containerized structure that houses two Operating Rooms,
Recovery Room, X-ray Room, and an Intensive Care Unit (ICU).  The
remaining clinics, such as the dentist, recovery wards, and pharmacy are still
in tents, however; some of them now have air conditioning.  This new
environment drastically increased the capacity of the hospital to handle the
enormous patient flow and provided a more comfortable working place for the
Jordanian Medical staff.
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Average Daily High: 102F
Average Daily Low: 64F

Average Days of Rain: 8

Average Humidity: 76%

Average Winds: 9mph

August Weather
SGT Ana Guerra 6 Aug
SGT Elliott Valerio  9 Aug
SPC Jason Giusti 25 Aug
SPC Gordon Welles 27 Aug

August Promotions

Ultimate Frisbee Game

Soldier Voices

What did you like about your R&R Pass to Qatar?

“I liked the fact of getting
away from work and
enjoyed a good time with
good friends.”
SSG Martinez

“I liked how it gave me a
chance to do some jet 
skiing and spend some time
with my friends away from
the workplace.”
SSG Castorena

“I had a pretty good time.
Got to relax and do some
water activities and also
got to participate with
friends out of the work
environment.” SSG Garcia

August Birthdays

SGT Gordon Castorena to SSG
SPC Elliott Valerio to SGT

FOB Salerno 

Softball Tournament

The HHD, LTF 524 participated in
the FOB Salerno Softball
tournament in late July. We had
the pleasure of defeating the
Marines and 1/501st PIR during the
tournament.  Since TF Thunder
took control of the base the weekly
tournaments have been cancelled.
We think they are scared to be
beaten but our challenge stands to
any team that wants to step up
and take us on.

The HHD, LTF 524 had the
pleasure of playing and defeating
the Personnel Support Battalion in
a game of ultimate frisbee. There
was a bunch of trash talking going
on prior to the game by CH
Wehlage and the NCOIC of the
PSB detachment. In the end we let
our game do all the talking. After
the score was 15 – 0 the PSB 
seemed a little down so we decided
to run the final score up to 26 – 1.
We had to give them a moral victory
and not let them go scoreless.

Touchstone Applied Science 

Associates, Inc. 

Provide care packages to HHD
The HHD soldiers were all pleasantly
surprised by the employees of TASA from
Brewster, NY in early August. The
employees took up a collection and sent
our soldiers 11 big boxes of much needed
items. All of our soldiers said that the 
selection was better than the PX.  All of
the soldiers were very happy to sort
through all of the items to find something
that they liked and there was something
for everyone including the motor pool dog
“No ears.” A special thanks to the
president Andy Simon, the project
coordinator Diane Hurley, Regina Keller,
and all of the employees at TASA.
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Soldiers In ActionSoldiers In Action

PFC Morales displaying his tight shot group at the M16 Range

1LT Pond on the M16 Range at FOB Salerno

SPC White & SGT Herbert on the field landing strip at FOB Salerno

SGT Melvin, SSG Lee and their dog “No Ears”

SPC Mendez
& PFC Maki 
getting down
and dirty in 

the motor pool

LTC Haebig presents
SGT Valerio his E5 promotion certificate
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SGT Valerio inspecting the cab of a jingle truck

SSG Needham directing traffic at the front gate of 
FOB Salerno

CPT Edgerton at bat during the 
FOB Salerno Softball Tournament

CSM Harper speaking to the LTF 524 soldiers on 31 Jul at FOB Salerno

SGT Guerra inspecting an Afghan driver

LTF 524
TOC Area

7
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Gifts from the HomefrontGifts from the Homefront

For anyone looking for a way to support our troops overseas, here is a great alternative for you. The “Gifts from
the Homefront” Program being run by AAFES is a unique program that allows you to make a direct impact on the 
morale of deployed troops. Certificates from this program can be applied to a wide range of products at any of the
AAFES establishments both here and overseas, which ensures that each soldier can get exactly what he or she
wants or needs.  There is one PX on Camp Stronghold Freedom, and the latest reports from these stores indicate
that the certificates are being used for CD’s, DVD’s, and comfort items such as snack items and phone cards.
This is a great way to help without overloading the mail system, and it is fast and easy.  To participate in the
program, you can log on to www.aafes.com or you can call 1-877-770-4438 to purchase gift certificates in $10,
$20, $25, or $50 denominations.  From there, it is sent directly to a service member that you select.

American FlagsAmerican Flags
If you would like an American Flag flown over FOB
Salerno please mail a 3’ x 5’ American flag to:

HHD Training NCO

LTF 524

APO AE 09314

Please include the name of the person the flag is being
presented to and the name of the person that the flag is
flown on behalf of; and $3.85 for the return postage.
The flag will be returned folded with a certificate like the
one below.

For those of you who have loved ones assigned

to FOB Salerno please take notice; The new APO
AE is 09314. The post office at FOB Salerno is open
and you can address mail to them at the following
address.
Your soldiers name

LTF 524

APO AE 09314

FOB Salerno APO AE address change

The Fisher House
The Fisher House program is a unique private-public
partnership that supports America's military in their
time of need. The program recognizes the special
sacrifices of our men and women in uniform and the
hardships of military service by meeting a
humanitarian need beyond that normally provided by
the Department of Defense. These homes enable 
family members to be close to a loved one at the
most stressful time -- during the hospitalization for an
unexpected illness, disease, or injury.
There are currently 32 houses located on the grounds
of every major military medical center and several VA
medical centers. These houses play a key role and
are a vital asset to our military by allowing them to
care for casualties, and their families, from Operation
Enduring Freedom and will play a critical role in
caring for casualties from Operation Iraqi Freedom as
well.
Fisher House Foundation and the Fisher House
program depends on public donations to continue its
important work. You can help! Making a donation
through our secure server is fast and easy, and when
we receive your donation, we will send you an
acknowledgement in the mail for tax purposes.
http://www.fisherhouse.org/Giving%20Online.html


