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Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) – Transformation of the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Hawaii) to a Stryker Brigade Combat Team  (SBCT)

The Department of the Army has announced the availability of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the transformation of the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) to a Stryker Brigade (SBCT) in Hawaii.  

Transformation activities will occur at Schofield Barracks, Dillingham Military Reservation, Kahuku Training Area, Kawailoa Training Area, and Wheeler Army Airfield on the Island of Oahu and at Pohakuloa Training Area on the Island of Hawaii.

As part of the Army’s transformation of the 2nd Brigade, there will be changes to force structure, ranges, facilities, and infrastructure designed to meet the objectives of transformation.  Proposed activities include land transactions and construction and use of vehicle wash facilities, training and qualification ranges, installation information infrastructure and facilities enhancements, virtual and live training facilities upgrades, motorpool and range control/maintenance facilities, Army airfield upgrades, an anti-armor course, and an ammunition storage area. The non-SBCT units, including the 3rd Brigade, will also use these new facilities as well as existing infrastructure. Locations for the proposed activities include areas on the islands of Oahu and Hawaii.

 “This is a red banner day for the U.S. Army and the state of Hawaii,” said Maj. Gen. Eric T. Olson, commander, 25th Infantry Division (Light) and U.S. Army Hawaii referring to the announcement. 

“This announcement places the Tropic Lightning Division in the forefront of the Army’s transformation and portends a bright future for our continuing partnership and relations with our state and all its peoples.  Eventually, the entire Army will transform.  This step places the 25th Infantry Division out front – as it should be – in this effort.  It will secure our Army’s future in Hawaii, improve our infrastructure, and contribute significantly to the economy.  It is a win-win situation, Olson concluded.”

The alternatives carried forward for analysis in this DEIS include:

· Transformation of the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) to an SBCT with a range of supporting activities including new, additional, or modified ranges, facilities and infrastructure, and acquisition of approximately 1,400 acres of additional training lands on Oahu and 23,000 acres on the island of Hawaii.

(Preferred alternative).

· Transformation of the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light) to an SBCT with a range of supporting activities including new, additional, or modified ranges, facilities and infrastructure, and acquisition of approximately 100 acres of additional training lands on Oahu and 23,000 acres on the island of Hawaii.

· No Action (no transformation to an SBCT in the near term).

Public meetings to comment on the SBCT DEIS will be held at the following locations on the islands of Oahu and Hawaii from 5:30 p.m. until 10 p.m., or later, if required. Public meetings are scheduled as follows on Oahu: Tuesday, Oct. 28, Honolulu Country Club; Wednesday, Oct. 29, Helemano Plantation; Thursday, Oct. 30, Makaha Resort; Tuesday, Nov. 4, Turtle Bay Resort.  On Hawaii, public meetings are scheduled for Wednesday, Nov. 5 at Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort and Thursday, Nov. 6 at Hilo Hawaiian Hotel.

Copies of the Stryker Brigade Combat Team Draft EIS will be available for review at the following locations: Hilo Public Library, 300 Waianuenue Avenue, Hilo, Hawaii 96720-2477; Kailua-Kona Public Library, 75-138 Hualalai Road, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740-1704; Thelma Parker Memorial Public and School Library, 96767-1209 Mamalahoa Hwy. Kamuela, Hawaii 96743-8429; Kahuku Public and School Library, 56-490 Kamehameha Hwy., Kahuku, Hawaii 96731-2200; Mililani Public Library, 95-450 Makaimoimo Street, Mililani, Hawaii 96789-3018; Hawaii State Library, 478 South King St., Honolulu, Hawaii 96813-2901; Wahiawa Public Library, 820 California Avenue, Wahiawa, Hawaii 96786-2034; Waianae Public Library, 85-625 Farrington Hwy., Waianae, Hawaii 96792-2406; Waialua Public Library, 67-068 Kealohanui Street, Waialua, Hawaii 96791; UH, Hilo Edwin H. Mookini Libray, 200 W. Kawili Street, Hilo Hawaii 96720-4091, and UH Environmental Center, 317 Crawford Hall, 2550 Campus Rd., Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-2217.  The Draft EIS may also be reviewed at the SBCT website http://www.SBCTEIS.com. 

To request a copy of the DEIS contact:  Ms. Cindy Barger, U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Honolulu Engineer District, Program and Project Management, ATTN: CEPOH-PP-E (Barger) Building 230, Fort Shafter, Hawaii  96858-5440, (808) 438-4812 or via e-mail at SBCT_EIS@poho01.usace.army.mil.

For further information please contact Major Stacy Bathrick, Public Affairs Officer, 25th Infantry Division (Light) & U.S. Army, Hawaii, (808) 655-2918 or Captain Kathleen Turner, Media Relations Officer, 25th Infantry Division (Light) & U.S. Army, Hawaii, (808) 655-8729.
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