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Makua Military Reservation Prescribed Burn Assessment

     SCHOFIELD BARRACKS, HAWAII -- Army officials have concluded an assessment of the damages to threatened and endangered species and their habitats caused by a prescribed burn in Makua Military Reservation on July 22.  

     Approximately 2,100 acres were burned by the fire.  The Army’s natural resource personnel with assistance from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) surveyed nine areas in Makua Valley known to harbor native ecosystems and endangered species.  

     Assessments have found that three types of endangered plants were affected in Makua Valley; akoko (Chamasyce celastroides kaenana), nehe (Lipochaeta tenufolia) , and the kulu’i (Nototrichium humile) .  These species exist throughout Makua Valley and other locations in the state of Hawaii.  

     Of the three endangered plants that were affected, the following percentages reflect the population affected in Makua Valley; less than ten percent of the akoko, about one percent of the nehe and less than one percent of the kulu’i.

     In addition, Army cultural resources personnel have identified new features and cultural sites on the eastern end of the Valley.  

      “Due to clearing of vegetation by the fire, we have identified a number of archeological and agricultural terraces of which we were previously unaware,” said Dr. Laurie Lucking, cultural resources manager for U.S. Army Garrison, Hawaii.

     The assessment is still on-going but is expected to be complete by the end of the week.

     The Army has initiated consultation with the USFWS in accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act at Makua Military Reservation due to the fire occurring outside the firebreak road.  

-more-

 ASSESSMENT/2-2-2     

     Assessments of both the fire and potential impacts to natural resources are ongoing and will be delivered to the USFWS as they become available.  However, the length of time the informal consultation will take or its potential effects of future training are unknown.

     The Army will conduct a community meeting on the recent fire at Makua Valley from 9 a.m. until noon, Sunday, Aug. 3 at Makua Military Reservation.

     The meeting will begin with a short introduction and brief presentations on the purpose of the burn, the extensive planning and coordination conducted in preparation for the burn, an outline of events on the day the burn was started, actions after the fire spread beyond the prescribed area, an assessment of the damage caused to threatened and endangered species and their habitat and information on cultural assets in the valley.

     The Army’s intent is to provide community members with facts about the burn and to familiarize them with the importance of Makua for training our soldiers as they prepare to deploy to Afghanistan.
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 (MEDIA NOTE: For more information, call the Media Relations Office: CPT Turner at 655-4815 or 271-8414)
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