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Army dialogues with Big Island community leaders

HILO—The Army hosted a meeting with Big Island community and business leaders here tonight as a continuing dialogue on issues concerning Army Transformation in Hawaii.


“As part of our plan to inform our neighbors, we are first meeting with community and business leaders to explain Army Transformation and to gather the concerns of their organizations,” said Col. David Anderson, commander, U.S. Army, Garrison, Hawaii. “The public will have an opportunity for comment during public meetings that will be scheduled later this year.”


The Army has hosted more than 25 similar dialogue sessions during the past year and a half to promote awareness of Army Transformation in Hawaii and to gather input on community leaders’ issues.  Additionally, the Army held two public scoping meetings last year, in Hilo and Kona, to gather public comment prior to beginning work on the Environmental Impact Statement for Army Transformation in Hawaii.


The Army plans to continue open dialogue with community and business leaders as well as the public throughout the process of Army Transformation, said Anderson.  


The Army invited more than 60 Big Island community and business leaders to the session tonight, including representatives from Hawaii County Council, State Legislators, Nature Conservancy, Sierra Club, Malu Aina, Dept. of Hawaiian Homelands and the Mayor’s staff.
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(MEDIA NOTE: For more information, contact Major Stacy Bathrick, Public Affairs Officer at (808) 655-2918 or cell: (808) 291-5608.)
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