Appendix D:

Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact for Company Combined
Arms Assault Course, Makua Military Reservation

{dated 4 March 1985)

Note: The document included here was reproduced from the best available copy of the original
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COMPANY COMBINED ARMS ASSAULT COURSE,
TCCAAC), MAKUA MILITARY RESERVATION,
OAHU, Dept. of the Amy, U.S. Army
Support Command, Hawaii (USASCH)

Finding of No Significant Impact

The proposed action will provide a
Company Combined Arms Assault Course
(CCAAC) at Makua Military Reservation,
on approx. 600 acres in the valley floor
and lower elevations of the main central
valley. The CCAAC will consist of
permanent facilities and a 1live-fire

outdoor training range. Permanent
facilities will include a 50-ft. high
control tower, a 1,200 SF

administrative/storage building, a 600
SF _battery storage building, and a
vehicular parking area. The range will

consist of bunkers and trenches wit
pf::rsonnel and tank targets, demoliti
pits, and markers. Work will a1
include site and road improvements
drainage, car/truck parking, utilities:
and communications. The CCAAC will
enable an infantry company (approx. 150
men) to train in the successful
detection, recognition, and engagement
of the enemy while operating as g
coordinated combat unit under realistic
battlefield conditions. The proposed
action will, in essence, provide for a
formal training range facility in 1lieu
of the informal maneuver and live-fire

area currently being utilized by
infantry units at Makua.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
FOR
COMPANY COMBINED ARMS ASSAULT OURSE (CCAAC)
MAKUA MIL ITARY RESERVATION

A. PWRPOSZ AND NEED. There is a current as well as a foreseeable future
requirement for soldiers to train in the successful detection, recognition,
and engagement of enemy targets. To accomplish this task as a wnit, when
moving forward in the attack, requires a great deal of practice 1n as
realistic a combat environment as possible. The absence of a formal range
causes unit leaders to conduct this needed training without the aid and
benefit of recognhizable objectives, i.e., targets representing enemy persainel
and improved positions. Training without these aids 1s difficult to
supervise, almost impossible to control the direction of fire of the attacking
saldiers, and of little training value to the individuals or units.

Imadequate training results in units being less than combat ready and
ultimately in the needless deaths of soldiers under hostile conditions. The
proposed actien will correct this deficiency by the construction of a formal
live—fire outdoor training range to support company-size units utilizing all
t:heixz available weapatr systems and tactics.
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d. Becauwse of past military training practices, substantial portions
of MMR are contaminated by unexploded ordnance, or duds, ranging in size from
20 mm projectiles to 1,000 1b. bombs. As part of the W Army Support Command,
Hawail (UWBASCH) decontamination program for its ranges, significant portions
of MMR, including the pro ject area, will be cleared of wnexploded oranance by
walk-through surveys by txplosive Ordhance Disposal speclalists following
reduction of ground vegetation through controlled burnings. This
decontamination program is assessed under a separate environmental document,
Environmental Assessment for Decontamination of Makua Military Reservation,
Island of 0Oahu.

2. Affected Environment.

a. MMR is located in an amphitheatre-shaped valley near the
northwestern tip of the Island of Oahu (Figure 2). It covers almost 5,000
acres, extending from Farrington Highway eastward to the ¥aianae Mountain
Range ridgeline and including Makua Valley, the smaller Kahanahaiki Valley,
and Kaiahi Qulch. MMR is about 3.5 miles long and 2.5 miles wide. The valley
floar varies from 20 - 400 feet in elevation and is surrounded by cliffs
raﬁ@slig m height from Z,100 - 2,888 feet. .
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e. MMR is the largest military training area on 0Oahu that w~1ill
support both maneuver and live-fire training exercises, with a 1,900-acre
impact area. It is used by Armmy, Hawaii MNational Guard, Marine Corps, and Air
Force units for small arms, tank, and artillery firing, aerial gunnery
practice, and tactical live-firing exercises. A permitted orahance disposal
area for the disposal of waste ammunition and explosives is also located
within MMR, 0.25 miles east of the proposed range.

C. ALTERNATIVES.

1. Mintain the Present Status. Because the type of training that
soldiers would receive at the proposed CCAAC range is not currently available
at any other installation in the $tate of Hawaii, this no-action alternative
would result in infantry units not being fully cambat ready. Units will not
fulfill their assigned training missions and will not meet the requirements
for modem warfare. As such, the no-action altemmative does not meet the need
for the proposed action.
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2. MNatural Resaurces. iuch of the area proposed for the CCAAC has been
previously disturbed by ranching and military training activities, resulting
in an introduced flora and fauna. Areas with known/probable populations of
endangered Oahu Tree Snails and candidate plant species are located along the
upper ridge and cliff-line but well autside of the project area and,
therefore, should not be adversely affected by the proposed action.

3. Cdlwral Resources. As indicated on the map at Figure 3, 19 cultural
sites were 2dentified at MMR but only three sites have not been destroyed and
are still found within or proximate to the project area. These three sites
are occupatianal complexes or stone walls of the historic period and have been
evalwated to be of minor importance. The significant Wkanipo Heiau, listed on
the National Register of Historic Places, is located well outside of the CCAAC
area. To afford further protection to cultural resaurces, the State Historic
~reservation Officer (SHPO) aor his representative will be invited to conduct a
field inspection of the project area following the completion of the
controlled burning/dud-removal operation and priar to actual construction of
the range. The SHR reeommendations will be incorporated into an
archaeglogical recomnaissance survey and moni toring program planned for
mpﬂ}eaiéﬂﬁgéhaﬂ I corjuietion withithe. sn:aaosed ad:wa- -

TR e el - THE cmstmctzqréhdiagmtﬁe@* 2 it mi]d\lgm,z;esuit'
in- ar change to the present use of W{"f‘ i o &ﬁdggg%
training-exercises. In essence, the proposeci actiay willl’ ﬂr‘evlde 'nmai
t:ram:thgl range facility in lieu of the informal maneuver md L.we—‘fu{g: 3
cmfa"?rﬂ‘:yki;e_mg ut i ized by mfantr,yu el Bs . The,pernusbted- or(h.an IS
ared Willvbe: rel ocatedielsewhere in'MMR to avoid being affecte.q n
impactihg operations at' the CCAAC.
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