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STORY SHEET

“GENERAL ABIZAID”

LEAD:

ONE OF THE US MILITARY’S TOP GENERALS VISITED TROOPS DEPLOYED IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM THIS WEEK.  ARMY PFC MARY SIMMS REPORTS…

SCRIPT:

GENERAL JOHN ABIZAID VISITED BAGRAM AIR FIELD THIS WEEK TO VISIT WITH SENIOR REGIONAL OFFICIALS AND U-S COMMANDERS IN AFGHANISTAN.  GENERAL ABAZAID IS IN CHARGE OF US CENTRAL COMMAND, WHICH COVERS ALL MILITARY OPERATIONS IN THE MIDDLE EASTERN REGION.  THIS IS HIS FIRST VISIT TO THE AREA SINCE HAWAII’S 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION TOOK COMMAND OF COMBINED JOINT TASK FORCE-180, RELIEVING FORT DRUM’S 10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION.  GENERAL ABAZAID MET WITH TROOPS IN BAGRAM AND IN KANDAHAR TO GET A FIRSTHAND LOOK AT THE PROGRESS IN THE GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM.  HIS VISIT TO AFGHANISTAN COINCIDED WITH AFGAN INDEPENDENCE DAY, A HOLIDAY CELEBRATING THEIR DEFEAT OF THE SOVIET UNION.  REPORTING FROM BAGRAM AIR FIELD, AFGHANISTAN, I’M ARMY P-F-C MARY SIMMS.

